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Because we hunkered down … 
A message from our Executive Director

Welcome to the latest edition of SCACL INSIDER! I am 
pleased to introduce our brand new editorial team that puts 
this bi-monthly newsletter together. Hats off to Anna Diehl and 
Mike Oswald! We worked hard hoping to help everyone feel 
better connected when there are so few opportunities to see 
each other face-to-face. 

How are you faring in this seemingly never-ending 
pandemic?   

Lately, I’ve come across a song by the Winnipeg recording 
artist Steve Bell called Because We Hunkered Down. The 
song has captured my imagination since. Tuned to the soulful 
lyrics by poet Malcolm Guite, the song took me through the 
dark days and the stark scenes of the pandemic winter to a 
place of hope hidden in the soil beneath the snow. I'd like to 
share a few lines of this song, to invite you to your personal 
place of hope. 

Link to song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2PtACRIU_0 
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Daylight Savings 

Sunday, March 14 2021 
Time to spring forward!
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… But because through all of 
these we held together 
Because we shunned the impulse 
to let go 
Because we hunkered down, 
through our dark weather 
And trusted to the soil, 
beneath the snow 
Slowly, slowly 
Turning a cold key 
Spring will unlock our hearts  
and set us free… 

Because we hunkered  
down, down, down

Clarence Li 
SCACL Executive Director

Ben and Brandon, working together 

to complete the Sechelt Business 

Paper Route for the Coast Reporter 

every Friday morning!

___________________________

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2PtACRIU_0
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Memory Lane… 
Holidays 2020

T u r n s t o n e   H o u s e

PWD Finances Amidst a Global Pandemic 

COVID-19 has been a disruption to life in many ways. 
Routines have been broken, and in some cases new ones 
born. One of the greatest hits has been financial. 

Many people with intellectual disabilities who depend on 
work income to help supplement their PWD payments 
have been dealt the biggest blow. The Persons with 
Disabilities income from the Provincial Government 
increased temporarily by $300, later adding a one-time 
BC Recovery Benefit for singles, $1,000 for couples. 

Currently the monthly $300 supplement has been 
reduced to $150 and will be ending in March 2021. Many 
are concerned about how they will be able to cover 
basics like rent, food and the additional expenses due to 
COVID, for example, masks, filters, sanitizers and gloves. 
For some, returning to work is not a possibility. 

Inclusion BC, an advocacy group for people with 
disabilities, has been lobbying the government for 
various ways to assist. One of the primary suggestions is 
to have the temporary $300 monthly increase made 
permanent. Another is to support employers in an effort 
to rehire persons with disabilities while ensuring their 
safety. 

In December, Premier John Horgan said he would push 
for a permanent increase to income assistance and PWD. 
Whether or not this is successful will be made clear when 
the Provincial Budget is announced on April 20. 

Life during these pandemic times can be uncertain 
enough, finances shouldn’t have to be. 

 

— Micheal Oswald
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NEW JOB ALERT 
f 

 

Beginning in January 2021, Kyle 
started working for Brian Harkin at 
B&B Kitchen Concepts once a 
week, accompanied by Supported 
Employment staff. Thank you 
Brian for being an inclusive 
employer on the coast!

Party at 

Medusa 

House! 

Happy 37th 
birthday to the one 

and only, Stephie.
Farm fresh eggs are still available for 
purchase at Persephone Beer Farm, $8 
per dozen! The eggs are primarily 
being sold on the Persephone 
property, but the Supported Work 
team can arrange to bring boxes back 
to SCACL’s Sechelt office upon request.
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